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The Measures for Introducing LAN in the Department of Massage and Acupuncture

Training for Visually Impaired Persons
Hiroyuki OHTA*

The Local Area Network at the National Rehabilitation Center for the Disabled was established in 1999.
This report describes the measures for this LAN project in the Department of Massage and Acupuncture
Training for Visually Impaired Persons, as well as the results thereof and future subjects. First, this
report presents the policy of fundamental measures and five training programs carried out in 2000. Next,
it refers to the followings. Although it is hard for visually impaired persons, especially totally blind to use
the graphical user interface provided in the Windows, the screen reader "95 Reader" in our country is
fully useful for the office processing works, and the Windows personal computers now serve as a tool
needed in our office, as a result of our taking measures, and there are some important merits in the use
of the same application software as that non-handicapped persons use. The technical problems to be
solved by those concerned in the future include the question of improving the level of conversion to voice
in the screen reader and the question of realizing the more logical and systematic unification of the
keyboard operation in the Windows or application software. In order to make progress in the skills of
those visually impaired persons working with non-handicapped persons, using Windows personal
computers, it is very important for the non-handicapped persons to take keen interest in it and also the
originally provided keyboard operating method of the Windows or application software, not using the

pointing devices.
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