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International trends in disability statistics in documents issued by the United Nations

Yayoi Kitamura®,

Abstract

Hiroshi Iribe*

Since the adoption of the World Programme of Action Concerning Disabled Persons in 1982,

international organizations such as the United Nations have repeatedly emphasized in documents on

disabilities that statistics and data collection pertaining to disabilities are crucial for formulating policies

and evaluating outcomes. In disability statistics, there are special concerns in regard to ensuring that the

privacy and confidentiality of persons with disabilities are respected and that such data are accessible to

persons with disabilities and others. In line with international trends in disability statistics, it iS necessary

to improve how disability statistics are handled in Japan.
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