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Vocational Rehabilitation for Persons with Traumatic Brain Injury

Noriko OGUMA*, Mieko SHINOMIYA**, Hiroya KANNO*, Hiroshi IKIMURA***,
Hiroyuki ISHIWATA* and Tokutaro SATO*

In this research, we investigated predictive factors for the outcome of the vocational rehabilitation of
trainees at NRCD. We found a high ratio of approximately 73.1% that trainees with TBI could get
employment after training at vocational rehabilitation.

The subjects were 128 trainees (109 male,19 female) with physical disabilities caused by traumatic brain
injuries. They were injured on the average at 18 years and entered to the Center at 23 years. Vocational
rehabilitation consists of three training courses : a prevocational training course, a vocational training
course, and a vocational training course through the prevocational training course. Number of each group
was 55, 52 and 17. There was no significant difference among these three groups in average age of brain
injury or entrance to the Center respectively, or degree of disability.

Scores of reading ability, arithmetic ability and performance IQ were lower in the group of prevocational
training course comparing with the group of vocational training course.

The prevocational training course group needed twice as much time as the vocational training course
group in Trail Making Test A, and there was significant difference between both groups. The rate of
employment was significantly lower in the prevocational training course group than the other groups.
These results showed that 52.3% of the 128 subjects could get employment after training for 1 year and
7 months, and the prevocational training course group which showed lower intelligent score, problematic
attention disorder, and lower employment rate.

In addition, degree of disability was also a decisive factor in getting employment.
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