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Social Work Methodology which Encourages both Acceptance of One’s Disability and Rehabilitation
Efforts

— How the SW Harmonize Social Model and Medical Model of Understanding Disability at His/Her
Work Performance —

Satoko OYAMA*, Akio KUBO**

Social model of understanding disability arose in 1970s. Nowadays the viewpoint of social model is
increasingly stressed in the area of social work. ICIDH (International Classification of Impairments,
Disabilities, and Handicaps) was revised to ICF (International -classification of Functioning and
Disability), which focused on interaction of each element more precisely. Also empowerment approach
increased discussion of the unique and effective way to enhance service user's power. At the same time,
deficit of social model has been discussed. When we look at the relationship between the clients and
human service professionals, social workers should be sensible in the way to help people, that encourage
both acceptance of one's disability and rehabilitation effort. New role of social workers should be
considered, besides, the methodology which harmonize social model and medical model should be

developed.
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