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Amputees in NRCD - A survey and trends based on the fabrication notes of prosthetists-
Takashi NAKAMURA*

Abstract

The 905 amputees were investigated based on the data of the fabrication notes of the prosthetists in
NRCD. In all amputees 83% of amputees were unilateral and 17% were multiple amputees. 38.6% of the
unilateral amputees were in the upper-limb category and 57.7% were in the lower-limb category. The
Half of all amputation was caused by traumatic accident (traffic accident 20.3%, industrial accident 16.5%,
mechanical accident 4.6%, war 2.9%, others 5.7%). 20.3% were caused by disease. The average age of the
amputees is recently on an upward trend, which was 10 years higher than in the past decade.

In the unilateral upper-limb amputees industrial accidents were main cause of the amputation and
traumatic amputation was a dominant factor during the entire investigation. The average age of the
unilateral upper-limb amputees was 37.2 years. On the other hand, in the unilateral lower-limb amputees
24.5% were caused by disease and 23.6% were by traffic accident. The average age of the unilateral
lower-limb amputees was 50.8 years. Especially the amputation which was caused by peripheral
vascular disease (DM, ASO, Burger’s disease) was dramatically increasing over the past two decades and
the ratio of such amputees increased to 62% of the unilateral lower-limb amputees in 2000’s. Such trends
were indicated in the previous reports in 1990’s. This survey clearly revealed that such change of the

cause of amputation resulted in the accelerated rise in the average age of the amputees.
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