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On measures for safety when persons with severe disabilities are met and sent off by car
Yoshio KUMAKURA*, Hideyuki HIROSE**, Tsutomu NAMIKI*

Abstract

PURPOSE: In order to take safer measures when the child with severe disability was received and sent
off by car, the current state was investigated.

METHODS: The experience of feeling the danger, the accident and measures for safety while driving the
car were studied of five mothers who were usually received and sending off their children with severe
disabilities(CSD). They were selected from among parents whose children received seating clinic in
National Rehabilitation Center Hospital. They had received and sent off their children during 19.2 years
on the average by car. Their children, aged 18-23 years and having one hand-dependent and four
propped sitters in Hoffer sitting classifications, were diagnosed as the cerebral palsy (N=4) and as the
brain injury (N=1) .

RESULTS: They all felt danger while driving by suffering the instability of posture of CSD, and also
experienced with interferes directly pushing the gear lever and driver by involuntary movements of
CSD. Two of them had suffered the car accident. One accident was a rear-end accident by an inattentive
driving caused instability of posture of CSD The other one was a car impact accident has slight injury
for passenger and no injury to the driver. Postures of CSD while driving were keep supine (N=4) and
sitting (N=1), and tie down by both pelvic and shoulder (N=1), pelvic (N=3), and no belts (N=1). Therefore,

it was suggested that safety precaution was extremely low in these cases.
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