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Wheelchair Seating in an Acute Ward of a Hospital
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The purpose of this study is to survey the prevalence of occurrence of physical restraints and pressure

ulcers in wheelchair patients in an acute ward of a hospital. The subjects were 21 patients (average 87

years old) sitting in it over 30 minutes who had a risk of falling from their wheelchair. The results show that

there were sixteen patients with physical restraints and five with pressure ulcer sitting in it for average of 2

hours. The pressure ulcer was related to inappropriate wheelchair cushions and reclining wheelchair. The

physical restraints were not related to sliding index in their wheelchair. An acute ward needs to consider the

wheelchair seating arrangement for their patients.
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