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The Feasibility and Problems of E-text for Persons with Print Disabilities

Yayoi KITAMURA*, Kumiko UENO**, Chika SHINOHARA***, Akira ODAJIMA**

Abstract

E-text and the surrounding technologies were introduced to 9 service providers and 7 trainees who have
difficulties to read printed materials at National Rehabilitation Center for Persons with Disabilities in Japan to
identify the feasibility and problems of the e-text for persons with print disabilities. Up to 5 times of private
lessons enabled three of the trainees, who had been accustomed to use personal computers and had strong
motivations to read, to learn techniques to produce e-text with a scanner and Optical Character Reader
software and to read e-text with a text-reader successfully. Training programs for the trainees who lack the

computer skills and family support are required to be developed for the extensive training.
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