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The Support for Students with Disabilities in the United States

—With the Focus on Learning Disabilites and Autistic Disorders—
Yayoi KITAMURA*, Mika TAYLOR-WATANABE**, Hiroshi KAWAMURA***

Abstract

This article describes the support system for students with disabilities at higher education agencies in the
United States, where half of the students with disabilities are diagnosed with learning disabilities and autistic
disorders. One of the authors attended the annual conference of the Association on Higher Education
And Disability (AHEAD) and interviewed Mr. Jim Marks who was in 2008 the president elect of AHEAD at
The University of Montana. The results are summarized as follows: 1) the educational support system and
activities are based on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act, 2) the most
popular methods of support are assistive technologies and alternative formats, particularly e-text. 3) students
are expected to ask for reasonable accommodations and recommendation for training in understanding their
functional limitations with coping strategies are developed, and 4) the No Child Left Behind Act initiated
early intervention and the Family Education Rights and Privacy Act supported the independence of the
students. We will have to consider our own system of support for students with disabilities in Japan because

the legislation and the system of entrance examination differ between the United States and Japan.
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