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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to survey the quality of life (QOL) of persons with lower limb amputation.
The Prosthetic Evaluation Questionnaire (Japanese version) was mailed to 352 persons with lower limb
amputation, and answers from 195 persons were analyzed. The average age of the respondents was 59.7
vears, and the average period after amputation was 28.0 years. Ninety percent of them used their
prostheses daily. The QOL was independent of the cause of amputation. Males showed a lower score in
social scales in contrast to females who showed a lower score in appearance. In spite of a lower score
in ambulation, elderly persons showed a higher score in well-being than younger persons. The QOL of
elderly persons depended on the period after amputation. Elderly persons with a period of less than 10
vears after amputation had social and psychological problems in their QOL. The residual function of
knee joint enhanced the QOL. Bilateral amputation caused functional problems in ambulation and

transfer.
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