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Standards and training for doctors dictated by article 15 of
Act on Welfare of Physically Disabled Persons :
an analysis of the information that is shown on the Internet.
Yayoi Kitamura®, Kotaro Ishikawa™**, Kazuhisa Kano*, Fumio Eto***
Abstract

The information that is shown on the website of 47 prefectural governments was analyzed to clarify
the standards and training for doctors dictated by article 15 of Act on Welfare of Physically Disabled
Persons. The following results were identified; (1) the application form was shown in every prefecture,
(2) years of experience were required in 29 prefectures and the average experience was 4.33 years (from
2 to 7 vyears), (3) about 70% of application forms contained either years of experience, societal
participation, board certified membership, a list of research presentations, or Ph.D. degrees, (4) 4
prefectures offered training for designated doctors, (5) the ratio of board certified Otorhinolaryngologists,
as designated doctors by law, who majored in Otorhinolaryngology ranged from 56% to 81% in 4 local
governments, and the ratio was high when the local government had a high population density. These
results suggest that enforcement of training for newly designated doctors could be a future problem in

areas that have low numbers of board certified Otorhinolaryngologists.
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