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@ the elephant or the hippo looks tiny beside the blue whale

@ of these some of the most notable are whales, killer-whales.and dolphiﬁs
@ like a cat it is a domesticated anlimal that lives all over the world

@ so they must be ready to move swiftly at any time

® even today many are still poached for their ivory ' :

® the most popular hoofed animals in a zoo are elephants, giraffes,
hippopotam-uses and rhinoceroses
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I All mammals are born alive and feed on their mother’s milk.

I Agiant panda eats anything edible.
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I  Hoofed animals not only plough or pull carts but also provide milk, meat

and skin for us.
I Feeding cows on processed meat caused Mad Cow Disease.
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I Reckless hunting prevented the blue whale from becoming extinct.
I Fin-footed sea animals spend a lot of their time on land.
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Wit © Joanne Elbinger Higashi [Lessons Learned at School |
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immaculately-groomed : SEBER HE L RBD trigonometry : =k
trudge : EIFEIFEHL . :
munching a hunk of raw carrot : EO =T VERITELESRARS
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my two boys _

the three public Japanese elementaries
the assumptions '

explicit teachings

many surprises
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@ J apaﬁese taxpayers are not allowed to get infofmation about the school
system '

@ The school system enable Japanese taxpayers to access information

@ Japanese taxpayers reject access to the school system

@ Japanese educational authorities cannot get information about the
school system , -

@& Japanese educational authorities enable Japanese taxpayers to access

information



B3 HXFOZEH| 17 |~ 2 |ZFIOEDELLRLOE, FhEND~
®DHIENE 1 DTORY, MEMCEORBE2EE. 2B, ALBEOZMOP
Wi R U BEEAA 5.

Japan running out of children? The census of 2005 was the first in which the
country recorded a total fall in population from the previous year"s estimated
figures. Estimates for 2006 suggested a modest increase in the birthrate, but
last year saw another decline. Extrapolating current trends, the United Nations
Population Division forecast that the Japanese population will number about
100 million in 2050, nearly 30 million bélow its peak. A study by the Japanese

( ) of Health, Labor, and Welfare suggested an even greater decrease,
to around 90 million, with a further fall to below 50 million by 2105. A falling
birthrate and a decline in total population means, by definition, that a greater
proportion of the population will be elderly. Hence, these predictions have
provoked fears of a () labor force, with consequent strains on the
health service and pension system.

How justified are these fears? They rest, of course, on the () that
there will be no recovery in the birthrate, an ( ) that cannot be proved.
Falling birthrates-are a characteristic of most developed nations, but various
European countries, particﬁlarly in the historically Protestant north of the
continent, have recently witnessed rising fertility after a period of decline
following the end of the baby boom in the 1960s. The fertility rate in Norway,

( ) , fell from 2.72 births per woman in 1968-9 to a low of 1.68 births per
woman in the period from 1981 to 1985. After that, it began a gradual rise to its
current level of 1.90 births per woman, only slightly below the replacement rate.

Norway and other Northern Furopean nations achieved this through policies
such as making child care freely available for working parents, and offering
generous provisions for maternity and paternity leave. It may be that Japan’s
birthrate too will recover, if its government is able to (_) similar policies.
In particular, the government could take steps to reduce the sheer financial cost
of giving birth and raising children. In most of Europe, ( ) mothers can
count on the fact that their child will be delivered in hospital free of charge: by
contrast, Japanese mothers must pay hundreds of thousands of yen for the cost
of delivery, not all of which will necessarily be refunded by insurance. Family
allowance payments could also be increased. This would potentially place
another strain on government funds, but perhaps employers could be ( )



to contribute to family allowance payments for their workers.

Some have suggested that Japan should follow the example of Western Europe
and Anglo-Saxon nations in boosting its working-age population through mass
immigration. Currently, ( ) 1 percent of workers in Japan are foreign,
a tiny proportion compared to most Western nations. Yet the visible difficulties
Western countries have had in assimilating immigrant populations may now
make Japan () to follow the same course. This is especially the case
given the potency of Japanese national myths of racial and cultural ( ) .
Also, the countries from which immigrants have traditionally entered Japan,
Korea and China, themselves now have fertility rates below replacement level,
and in the future are more likely to need to accept imrﬁigrants than provide
them for others.

XA 2008 FIZHMINEZDDTH S,

("Population decline may have a silver lining" The Japan Times Weekly
2008/5/24)
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