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ROFEXLZFHA, BN (H1~M15) OBAELTHRDBEYRBDE,
ZNETNDO~@DN5—DTDRAT. @B TEAL. [ 1 |~ 15 |

There have been rapid advances in assisted reproductive medicine, such
as improved techniques for achieving pregnancy via eggs or sperm donated
by third parties and for surrogate motherhood. Broad-based discussion is
required for improving legislation on these topics.

The Liberal Democratic Party’s project team, comprised of members of the
health, labor and welfare division and judicial affairs division, has compiled
a bill to be related to the Civil Code regarding assisted reproductive
medicine.

The major pillar of the bill is a stipulation that, regarding childbirth
achieved via donor eggs, the woman who gives birth must be recognized as
the baby’s mother. The party plans to submit the bill to the current Diet
session.

The Civil Code did not contemplate childbirth through assisted
reproductive medicine involving third parties, and it has no clear
stipulations regarding the relationship between a child and the parents in

(1) such circumstances.

We can understand the LDP’s aim of stabilizing the law’s treatment of the
parent-child relationship from a viewpoint of child welfare, by establishing
a new law beside the Civil Code. Many people will probably agree with a
rule that the woman who actually gives birth with the will to raise the baby
must be recognized as the baby’s mother, (2 )the “genetic mother” who
donates eggs.

Meanwhile, in the case of surrogacy, which involves a third-party woman

(3 ) gives birth using an egg from the wife and the sperm of her
husband, a parent-child relationship between the wife and the child cannot
be recognized.

As the Supreme Court has handed down a judgment similar to this, the

bill has come in line with (4) this way of thinking.

The Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology has made clear through
announcements and other means that it does not approve of in vitro
fertilization using donor eggs nor surrogate pregnancy in Japan.

But legal provisions have yet to be drafted concerning assisted
reproductive medicine. The LDP’s team has put off formulating any
concrete statutory rules on these issues for now.

It was made known last month that there have been in vitro fertilizations



using eggs donated by volunteers for women with an ovarian disorder. The
fertilizations were carried out under the auspices of a nonprofit
organization established by a doctor engaged in fertility treatment and a
group of patients.

(5) This development reveals the real state of affairs: Practical efforts on

the medical frontier have been going ahead ( 6 ) there are no statutory
rules in place. It is estimated that each year more than 100 Japanese
women give birth to babies conceived overseas using donor eggs.

Regarding surrogate pregnancy, incidents have occurred overseas such as
a couple refusing to accept a baby born to a surrogate because of a possible
disability or a surrogate mother refusing to hand over the baby. An
arrangement under which a stable upbringing of a child is ensured is
essential.

As for the use of donor sperm, an established fertility treatment, there
has been a growing number of cases in recent years ( 7 ) which the
resulting child wants to know his or her genetic father.

There is concern that should sperm donors be identified, sperm donations
will decline. It is necessary to further discuss the issue of what to do with
information regarding the origins of those who are born through assisted
reproductive technology.

“Legislation on reproductive medicine should put children’s welfare first ”

(From The Yomiuri Shimbun,Aug.11,2015)
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B8 ROMWICHTZEXELTRLEYRDDED~DNS5EN,
What is this passage mainly about?
Rapid advances in assisted reproductive medicine.

Assisted reproductive medicine and the necessity of statutory rules.

The bill regarding assisted reproductive medicine.

® e o6

In vitro fertilization using donor eggs and surrogate pregnancy in

Japan.

M9 XKOMWICHTIEALLTRBELRLDED~DNSEN, | 9 |
As for the use of donor sperm, what concern is there?

@ Sperm donations will decline because of identifications of sperm
donors.

@ To refuse to accept a baby born to a surrogate because of a possible
disability.

@ Surrogate mother will refuse to hand over the baby.

@ Japanese women will give birth to babies conceived overseas using donor

eggs.
10 ROMWICHTBEAZELTHRLEYRSDED~DN 5EN,
What does the Japan Society of Obstetrics and Gynecology disapprove of ?
Only in vitro fertilization using donor eggs.

Only surrogate pregnancy.

Both in vitro fertilization using donor eggs and surrogate pregnancy.

® e o6

Neither in vitro fertilization using donor eggs nor surrogate pregnancy.



11 KOBWIZHT 2B A EL TRLEYRDDED~DN5EN,
What is the Liberal Democratic Party’s project team is made up of ?

@ A bill to be related to the Civil Code regarding assisted reproductive
medicine.

@ Rapid advances in assisted reproductive medicine.

@ Improved techniques for achieving pregnancy.

@ Members of the health, labor and welfare division and judicial affairs

division.

12 ROBWICHTEEAEL TRDIEYZDDED~DN5EN,
What is the main point of the bill?

@ A parent-child relationship between the wife and the child must not be
recognized in case of surrogacy.

@ The woman who gives birth must recognized as the baby’s mother in
case of childbirth achieved via donor eggs.

@ The bill must be submitted to the current Diet session.

@ To put off formulating any concrete statutory rules concerning assisted

reproductive medicine.

113 KOBWIZHT 2B EL TRLEYRDDED~DN5EN,
What did the Civil Code ignore?

@  Childbirth through assisted reproductive medicine involving third
parties.

@ “Genetic mother” who donates eggs.

@ Broad-based discussion.

@ An arrangement under which a stable upbringing of a child is ensured.



14 KOBWIZHT 2B A EL TRLELRDDED~DN5EN,

How many Japanese women are estimated to give birth to babies

concelved overseas using donor eggs?

Less than 100.

No more than 100.
About 100.

Over 100.

® e o6

15 KOBWICHTIEAELTRDELURLEDED~DN) 5ENR,
What incidents have occurred overseas regarding surrogate pregnancy?

@ A couple accepting a baby born to a surrogate.

@ The resulting child wants to know his or her genetic father.

@ Information regarding the origins of those who are born through.
assisted reproductive technology is stolen.

@ A surrogate mother refusing to hand over the baby.
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ROFEXLZFHA, BN (H1~M15) OBAELTHRDBEYRBDE,
ZFNTNO~@DN5—DTDRAT, LB TEAEL. [ 16 |~ 30 |

A key ability that young people need in our global information age is (1)
the skill of critical thinking. Learning to think critically means to question
assumptions, avoid generalizations, examine evidence and analyze context.

I was born in a time of simple truths, ( 2 ) things were black and
white, and commonly accepted "facts" weren't questioned. When I was a
child, for example, ( 3 ) men were stronger than women. Men have
bigger bodies and stronger muscles. Women have smaller bodies and
weaker muscles. Women were "the weaker sex."

Whenever someone asked "Who's stronger — men or women?" the answer
was always, "Men, of course!" It was obvious. Everybody agreed. Common
sense!

Common sense, however, often breaks down once you apply some critical
thinking. A first step is to beware of generalizations. For kids of my
generation, the claim that "men are stronger than women" implied that "all
men are stronger than all women." Is (4) that true? Of course not!

We can find plenty of evidence around us. Most of us know strong women
from among our family, friends or acquaintances.

We can find more evidence in the world of sports. It may be true that the
average man 1s physically stronger than the average woman. However, the
average man wouldn't stand a chance in a competition of strength against
weightlifters like Hiromi Miyake, pro boxers like Emiko Raika or Olympic
wrestlers like Saori Yoshida.

Another step in thinking criticallyisto ( 5 ) definitions. Before you
can say that "men are stronger than women," you have to define what you
mean by "strong." And strength can be defined in a number of ways.

Infant mortality is (6) one way. Doctors have long known that baby boys
die at a higher rate than baby girls because boys are weaker at birth.

Longevity is another way. In Japan, the life expectancy for women is 86
years. For men, it's only 79. According to the World Health Organization,
women live longer than men in every country around the globe. Of the
world's people aged 110 or older, more than 95 percent are women.

Health is a third way to measure strength. Research has shown that
women have stronger immune systems than men and are more resistant to
disease. Some studies indicate that women can tolerate more pain and

colder temperatures than men.



A final step in critical thinking is to analyze the social context. You can't
conclude that "men are stronger than women" if society encourages boys to
be strong and active but socializes girls to be weak and passive.

So, who's stronger, then — men or women? The best answer is that men
are stronger than women in some ways but that women are stronger than
men in other ways. There's no need to generalize. (7) It all depends on the
individual!

“Who’s stronger?” By kip A. Cates (The Japan Times ST: August 14, 2015)
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18 XROMWIZHTHEZELT, RBELUREDEO~DNLEN,

In what age is the skill of critical thinking needed for young people?

In our simple truth age.
In our corrupt age.

In our global information age.

® e oo

In our chaotic age.

-10 -
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ROBENICHTEEAELT, RDEARDDZDO~DN5EN,

When the author was a child, who was commonly considered to be weak?

® e o6

[ 10

men
women

children
young people

ROBNIZHTEEALELT, RDBDELREDZED~DN5EN,

What does the author think of common sense?

® e o6

11

It is often unstable in applying some critical thinking.
It is often accepted in applying some critical thinking.
It is often approved in applying some critical thinking.

It is often neglected in applying some critical thinking.

ROBNIZHTZEAEL T, DBEUREDZED~DN5EN,

Where can we find strong women?

® 6o e

In the World Health Organization.

In every country around the globe.

In the World of people aged 110 or older.
In the world of sports.

211 -



112 ROBMWIIHTEIEAELT, BHELREDZO~DNEEN,

What is indicated about the average man?
The average man could win weightlifters like Hiromi Miyake.

The average man couldn’t win weightlifters like Hiromi Miyake.

The average man must win weightlifters like Hiromi Miyake.

® e o6

The average man must not win weightlifters like Hiromi Miyake.

B 13 ROMWIZHTEEZEL T, RODBEYRDHDED~DN 5 BN,

What are indicated about infant mortality, longevity and health?

They are the ways to measure strength.
They are the ways to question assumption.

They are the ways to avoid generalization.

® 606

They are the ways to analyze context.

B 14 ROMWIZHTEEZEZEL T, HODEYRDDED~DNGEN,

What is the final step in critical thinking?
To avoid generalizations.

To question commonly accepted facts.

To analyze the social context.

® e oo

To find plenty of evidence around us.

-12 -



115 ROBMWIIHTEIEALELT, BHELRDEDEZO~DNEEN,

What is this passage mainly about?

The ways of critical thinking.
The need of generalization.

How to measure strength.

® e o6

Men and women.

- 13-
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