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Experiences of Support for Persons with Special Needs in the Area Affected

by the Great East Japan Earthquake: Cases in Minami-sanriku, Miyagi Prefecture.
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Noriyasu KOSAZA*, Kotaro KAINO*

Abstract

Evacuation plans for persons with disabilities, their evacuation behaviors, and their lives in shelters
and temporary housings were investigated by interviewing welfare commissioners, the president of a
day care center, and volunteer leaders in Minami-sanriku Town, which is located in Miyagi Prefecture
and suffered great losses because of a tsunami caused by the Great East Japan Earthquake. One of the
commissioners talked about her activities in the area where the mortality of registered persons with
special needs was lower than that of the district population. It was suggested that the high level of
awareness regarding disaster evacuation of persons with disabilities with registered addresses, help and
support for movement by community residents and by welfare service providers were useful in
reducing their mortality in the district. Further planning is required to provide evacuation methods,
evacuation training methods, a basic knowledge of disasters, and emergency evacuation plans for

persons with disabilities who are not registered in the municipal list as people needing support.
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