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Japan is referred to as a society with an aging population combined with a low birthrate.
According to the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare, the elderly population aged
65 years or over numbered 33 million and accounted for more than 26 percent of the
population in 2014. By the middle of the century, this elderly ratio is forecast to reach 36
percent, and Japan will have the most aged population in the world. .

Now, let’s talk about Japan’s high life II] It is the main reason for Japan’s growing
aging population. Thanks to factors such as improved , advanced medical and
*pharmacological technologies, the*prevalence of disease was and living condition
was improved. Japan’s life in 2016 was 85 years, (81.7 for males and 88.5 for
females), similar to that of Singapore, and lower only than that of Monaco.

Japan has a postwar baby boom between 1947 and 1949, however, the law of 1948 led to
an easy II' to "abortions, followed by prolonged period of low birth rate, resulting in
the aging population of Japan. It will be accompanied by the shrinking of Japan’s
population as a whole. After peaking in 2006, the total population will move into a
downward trend and decrease by half over the century. Japan’s economic will
weaken owing to the *coincidence of decreasing birthrate, aged society and E
population. We are also forced to change the framework of social security, such as pensions
and medical expenses.

We are likely to look upon elderly people as weak members of society in terms of both
health and economic position. However, on average they are by no means to the
younger generation, active working population, in terms of income level and savings. Their
home ownership is much higher. We shouldn’t suppose that most of the elderly people don’t
work, just idling around or watching TV or doing nothing. On the contrary, 40% of men
and 20% of women are actually working. According to the government report, a third of all
elderly people prefer to continue working as long as possible if health permits.

However, it is also reality that there are many elderly people who live alone and are in
need of care. One in three women who provide care, and one in two men, is at least 65
years old. The *burden of care-taking leads to and abuse of those in need of care.

The Showa generation, who were born before or just after World Warll, struggled



with food shortages and hard times after the war and worked hard and lived E

They are regarded as the people who made Japan what it is now. They are parents or
grandparents of the younger generation, who will surely get aged and will be in need of
other people younger than themselves. The older generation comes and goes first, then the

younger generation follows, one after another. It is the wheel of life.
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Astronomy was a practical science in its early conception, when it was needed to
navigate and to develop a calendar. In 1609, however, the approach to astronomy changed.
It was then that Galileo first looked through his homemade telescope and saw the
mountains on the moon, as well as four other moons revolving about *Jupiter. He noticed
that *Mars and *Saturn are not like the stars, for when they are *magnified they appear as
disks, while the stars remain but points of light. He saw that *Venus is different from the
other planets in (7 ) it goes through phases like the moon. Galileo was fascinated by
these phenomena, and his interest in them for their own sake helped turn astronomy into
a pure science.

Galileo was concerned with things so distant, so vast, and so mysterious that he followed
the *urge to learn about our universe even though what he learned might have no direct
effect upon human life. He and the other astronomers who have followed have seen the

unseen; they are revealing mysteries that seem almost ;beyond the comprehension of

mankind.

Yet studying the vastness of space and time may have some effect, not on our daily
life perhaps, but upon our thinking and concept of life. Little by little we realize that
the Earth, once thought to be the very center of the entire universe, is.really just a bit
of matter revolving around one of billions of stars that form, ‘together with vast volumes
of cosmic dust and gas, a huge galaxy. Comprehending »this, we must next confront the
fact that this huge galaxy of stars, which we call the Milky Way system, is only one of
billions of such galaxies, each with its billions of stars. We are lost in the universe so long
as we speak in terms of miles and not light years: so long as we look with our eyes and

not with huge telescopes: so long as we think =@ having @ mankind @) control () of

% of vast amounts of energy when we control the *nucleus of the atom, and fail to
compare this energy with that released by an exploding star.

Perhaps this concept of the universe will, after all, have ,some effect on our daily lives;
that Earth, with powerful mankind *scurrying over its surface, is less than insignificant in

size and influence ,when measured on a universal scale.
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(The Japan Times Opinion/Editorials Aug. 10, 2017)

(I¥) *government panel BFFEMIMLE  *proclaim AT 3
*exacerbate L3 €5 *legislation {FHEHH]E
ram ((ERZEE) BRI T) WENICEBSES
*prospeétive (k) RAEha
*the Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism Ministry E 13584
*proceed F#E  *supervise BEFT 3 *revoke (FFW &%) YT
*subsidized BIK£% KT 2 *curtail #E/MT 5
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@ which will use the resources for tourism promotion and other purposes

@ which is expected to rely heavily on casino proceeds

@ as for measures to prevent casinos from fueling the problem of gémblin’g

addiction -
@ which are deemed candidate sites for IRs featuring casinos

® addressing concerns over the possible social costs of introducing casinos in

Japan
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[23]

I A government panel of experts reports that the regulations “of the world’s
highest standard” would be introduced in opening and running a casino in
Japan.

I The public hearings are said to be held in eleven cities by the government.
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I Part of profits from the casino business will be divided only among the host
communities:

I The IR operators will be supervised and reviewed by the government.
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I According to the panel’s report, people living in Japan are required to show
their My Number cards when visiting the casinos.
I The panel’s report proposes gambling addicts can be prevented from visiting

the casinos through requests from their family members and themselves.
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