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Special Issue on Development of Orphan Products

Takenobu INOUE*

Abstract

"Orphan products" is terms of expressing assistive products, which have problems related to small

market size although large importance for the users.

In this special edition, three examples of

development of the orphan products are shown on each paper. Then, fitting process of the orphan

products to each user is discussed. Finally, comprehensive development process following user centered

design methods is proposed. We hope that this special edition promote recognizing importance of the

orphan products and a new way to solve problems on the development and effective use of them.
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